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! The Flathead Land. Trust’

"be one of its most unusual —a

serendlpltous acquisition of
-a property in the Kila area:

" that once was. destined to be a.

- luxury residential development
~witha private airstrip. i
' The 305-acre parcel adJacent
" to the Smith Lake Waterfowl -
Productmn Area was slated to

~ be developed, but the economic - :
- ful, with the bank also working:

. downturn put. the subdivision -

on hold and the property ended'

‘up with Prov1dent Bank.

' “This project was brought
‘tous by a ne1ghbor1ng land-
owner. He knew of a plece of
property by K11a that was 1n

-servation/ agr1culture prOJect

bank repossessmn He was con— ;
- cerned-about what would. ‘hap-.
_pen to it,” said Marilyn Wood, -

‘executive director of Flathead

" “Land Trust.
latest conservation project may o

The landowner Pete Wade

,'was interested inexpanding. = -
" his farming operation and. pro-

posed doing a combination col

“We didn’t have enoygh mon-

~ ey to buy the whole thing out- .~
right and Mr. Wade didn’t have.

enough to do the whole thing -
outright,” Wood. sa1d addihg: .
that negot1at1ons were success

hard to make the acqu1s1t1on

. happeri. iy
The parcel 1nc1udes 189 acres :

of wetlands that will be trans--
ferred in October to-the U.S. -

‘ F1sh and Wlldhfe Serv1ce as.

‘A-100-acre portion of the
property that has been in agri-

cultural use will contlnue to be

farmed by Wade. . .
The wetlands farm f1elds

- and riparian habitat along .

Truman Creek are: cons1dered

G2k

r1ty of Ashley Creek, Smith’

‘Lake and the greater Flathead
watershed, An additional ben-
i ;ef1t is the protection. of scenic
views in‘the Kila and Smlth

Lake area. ,
“This prOJect really ben— .

. efits the local community 1n

so many ways,” Wood said.

1) 51gn1ficant1y increases the

wetlands habitat of the Smith

" Lake Wildlife Production Area,
. :,helps protect Water quallty all

"?'>=»-,ake Wlldllfe Area

‘an add1t10n to the Sm1th Lake

the way down to the Flathead \
~Wildlife Production Area:

River, keeps another parcel of

L agrlcultural land in local food -

production and tradltional use, |
“and preserves the beautlful sce-

nic views we all’ enjoy It's Just
an amazmg project. o
It is the land trust’s 50th w

. conservation prOJect since: ‘the

/

- Hatchery from 4:30 pm. to -

.- snacks and raffle pr1zes

trust will hold a celebration .
Sept. 26 at the Creston Picnic-

organization was fOunded in
1985. :
To mark the m1lestone the

Pavilion near the Creston Flsh

6:30 p.m. The public is 1nv1ted
to enjoy hay rldes a bonftre, s

, Reporter Jim Mann may be
reached at 758-4407 or'by: emall at
N /mann@dallylnterlake com.




